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Principal Cast:

Damien Fotiou’s film and television credits include   Stingers; Blue Heelers; The Secret Life of Us; while film work includes Head On directed by Ana Kokkinos; Beware Greeks Bearing Guns directed by John Tatoulis; short film, Edithvale and most recently feature film, The Extra.

Gabriella Maselli has worked with Ray Lawrence as a reader and in the part of Sarah on feature film Lantana.  Other film work includes La Spagnola. More recently she played guest roles on episodes of Always Greener and McLeod’s Daughters as well as roles in works by William Shakespeare, Dario Fo and David Mamet. Gabriella also continues to work on her own projects and as a freelance writer.
Nick Carrafa kicked off his screen acting career by playing the lead in Hungry Heart directed by Luigi Acquisto (Edinburgh & Montreal film festivals). Work for TV includes Stingers; Blue Heelers; State Coroner; Neighbours; Acropolis Now. Nick also sings and plays drums professionally. He’s currently involved with as many as five bands in and around Melbourne.

Laura Lattuada has acted professionally for 17 years. She played the lead in the long-running stage production, Emma: Celabrazione. Film and TV work includes The Melbourne International Film Festival Trailer and sitcom pilot for Channel 7’s Greeks On the Roof.
Arianna Bosi Although Hostage to Fate is Arianna’s first film acting gig, she’s no stranger to the process. She’s written and directed the short film Dark Sight of the Moon as well as live shows: Heckle and Hyde; Rivka, 2 or 3 things I Know About Hair for the Melbourne International Comedy Festival. Her most recent efforts involve being series creator and director for a pilot, The Pick Up, described as a doco talk show. 

Robert Ratti has acted and sung professionally for many years. His film appearances include Wog Boy and Crackerjack. TV work includes Blue Heelers and Stingers where he had a lead guest role.
Marie-Louise Walker  Since graduating from London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art Marie-Louise has worked extensively in theatre, TV and Film. She has appeared in the The Saddle Club; Blonde; Stingers; Blue Heelers; The Games; with film work includes Closer and Closer Apart; Young Flynn and the lead in My Blessings directed by Bill Mousoulis:

Terry Norris has worked in film, television, theatre and radio for over 40 years. He was nominated for an AFI best supporting actor award in Paul Cox’s Innocence with most recent feature film credits including The Human Touch directed by Paul Cox and Three Dollars directed by Robert Connolly.
Jan Friedl has worked extensively as an actor. He stage work incorporates important roles at The Melbourne Theatre Company, The Playbox, The Sydney Theatre Company and The South Australian Theatre Company. Apart from TV appearances in Blue Heelers and the Deb Cox / Andre Knight production of Worst Best Friends, she has worked on Amy directed by Nadia Tass and Visitors directed by Richard Franklin.

Bruce Kerr has worked extensively in theatre, radio, TV and film. TV appearances include Homicide through to Blue Heelers. Bruce was nominated for best actor in Two by Ron Elisha (Theatreworks) and Best Featured Role in The Visit (MTC). Bruce’s  most recent screen performance was in the ABC / BBC production of  Bootleg.

Drew Tingwell

A graduate of VCA, Drew has worked extensively as an actor, writer and director in Australia and overseas. His film and television credits include The ANZACS, Col’n Carpenter, Neighbours, The Man From Snowy River, Stingers, Blue Heelers, Secret Life of Us and the short film The Spider and the Fly. He is also the author of the plays Francis Kiss and the critically acclaimed Self, which has enjoyed sell-out productions in Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide. He has also been writing regularly for Neighbours since 1998.

Peter Stefanou has appeared in feature film, Wog Boy. TV appearances include Ponderosa, Marshall Law, After the Deluge, McLeod’s Daughters and Blue Heelers.

Jim Koutsoukos has most recently appeared in feature film Crackerjack. His TV appearances include: State Coroner; Stingers and Neighbours.
Alethea McGrath has been acting since she was 18 appearing in numerous TV and film, theatre and radio projects. Recent work includes Star Wars – Attack of the Clones; Take-Away directed by Marc Gracie; Inspector Gadget; The Lost World; Salems’s Lot and Fergus McPhial; 
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Synopsis:
Young Dave is on a collision course with Fate: His visionary grandmother, Maritsa, has prophesised that he’s going to kill his father and have sex with his aunt!

Can we escape our fate? Are our lives programmed so that no matter what we do, every second of our existence is mapped out for us?

A warehouse is robbed and security guard falls into a coma. Rumour has it the goods stolen were a banned anti-aging drug, labelled "dangerous" because of inadequate testing. 

Even so there’s no shortage of buyers prepared to pay big bucks on the black market for the “fountain of youth”.

Here's a news story screaming to be investigated. Enter local hero Dave, investigative reporter at a popular community TV station. Dave is passionate about getting to the truth but is "Truth" worth pursuing at any cost?

But it sees our hero isn’t the only one chasing the truth. There are skeletons in the Dave’s family closet and they're rattling loudly. Dave’s mum, Elli, has always told him that he was a result of a one-night stand in Greece. So who is the father Dave has never known? 

Not that Dave has much time to think about it just yet because Evelyn enters his life. Evelyn’s an ambitious actor playing the lead role in a major play which Dave is told to cover by his mentor and station manager, Boyle.

The station’s owner, Nic - a businessman with fingers in many pies - is keen to have the play publicised to the hilt and what better reporter to do it than Dave whose program Moment Of Truth has a large following.

Unbeknown to Dave, Nic is Evelyn’s father, keen to see his daughter realise her dream of being a serious actor. But as the relationship between Dave and Evelyn develops, we find that Evelyn’s parentage appears to be as dubious as Dave’s. 

The young lovers are fated to undertake a journey of discovery about themselves and the history underpinning their relatives. 

"Truth" is finally within reach and the stage is set - in more ways than one - for a dramatic date with destiny.

Hostage to Fate
About the Writer / Director:

Angelo Salamanca graduated with distinction from Swinburne Film and Television School, in 1991 where his graduate film, “Urban Myth”, was picked up for distribution by the Australian Film Institute and received a Certificate of Merit from the Nimes Film Festival, France. 

Angelo has been professionally active in film and video production for 20 years with experience in many disciplines including directing, screenwriting, casting and production assisting. 

His first efforts at screenwriting included co-writing “Hungry Heart” (Edinburgh Film Festival; Montreal Film Festival;  GTV 9) directed by Luigi Acquisto and writing “Closer and Closer Apart” (screened on GTV 9; FOXTEL) described by David Stratton in Variety as “ well-written script ”.

He was a member of Melbourne Film Festival features and documentary pre-selection panel for 11 years, and served twice on the AFI Awards panel for shorts and animation.

Angelo first feature film, Hostage to Fate, was screened at The Home Brewed International Film Festival in New South Wales. 
His latest projects in development: “A Changing Sky”, has received script development funding from Film Victoria.

“Slow Burn” is in an advanced stage of script development to be produced by Kate Whitbread.
Angelo’s second feature film as director, “Zyco Rock” – a futuristic teen movie – is currently in pre-production and will commence shooting in January, 2008
A brief overview of Angelo’s drama narrative work as writer, director and writer/director may viewed at: www.innersense.com.au/mif
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About the Producer: 

Michael Agar started as a producer in his late teens. Since 1980, he has produced theatre, live music, performance events, radio programs, television documentaries, animation, short films and the feature film “Hostage to Fate”. He worked from 2000-6 as the Melbourne director of screen events organization, Popcorn Taxi, hosting and curating over 120 unique film events. 

Various films that he produced have been invited to screen at the Venice International Film Festival, SIGGRAPH, Slamdance and have won awards at the Chicago International Film Festival, Melbourne International Film Festival, FlickFest and the San Francisco Film Festival amongst others. Many of these films have also been licenced to television networks in Australia, United Kingdom and Germany.

Michael is a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants and has been a board member at a number of arts bodies, including the Melbourne Fringe Festival, Gertrude Contemporary Artists Spaces, GongHouse and ATOM (Vic). He is currently a treasurer of the Wantok Musik Foundation, chair of Barking Spider Visual Theatre and a board member at Open Channel Co-operative Ltd and the Australian Film Critics Association. Since leaving popcorn taxi, Michael has been writing a book about the last decade of Australian low budget feature filmmaking.
Hostage to Fate
Writer / Director’s Statement:
Since studying literature at secondary school in the early 70s, I’ve been fascinated by the notion of how our world’s mythology reflects a “modern” sensibility - how it informs the human condition regardless of era. This thesis - examined and expounded by Joseph Campbell – has of course been espoused by many film genres. 

“The hero’s journey” is now a crucial component of the many stories told on screen wherein the protagonist embarks on either a physical or psychological life-changing voyage. The repercussions of this journey is the essence of drama, wherein conflict emerges as the agent for ultimately defining the hero persona. 

In Hostage to Fate, I present many characters in a state of flux. I’m keen to show how these characters’ journeys work symbiotically with that of the hero’s. I aim to explore how the lives orbiting around the protagonist, affect his search for “Truth” and consequently how the hero’s quest profoundly affects the lives of family, friends, colleagues and adversaries. 

The hero learns as much about himself as he does about those around him who, during the course of the story, have intentionally or inadvertently aided or impeded his quest for knowledge. 

The film poses two vital questions: Is the truth worth knowing at any cost? Can we escape our fate?

“Hostage to Fate” doesn’t offer simple answers – life and human beings are rarely simple. However, I hope that the audience will at least see a little of themselves up on screen. My characters are human after all – with all that being human entails - foibles, desires, fears, convictions, aspirations. These are qualities embedded in each and every one of us. 

Ultimately, I’ve aimed to paint a canvas which is both epic in theme but domestic in scale. 

Finally, at the risk of sounding hackneyed, after completing this first feature film, I agree wholeheartedly with those film makers who hold the view that life imitates art … which in turn is trying its hardest to imitate life.

Angelo Salamanca

